The resource implications of severe necrotizing pancreatitis treated by necrosectomy.
This study reviews the resource utilization of patients admitted to the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) with severe necrotizing pancreatitis treated by early necrosectomy. For 21 patients there was a total of 221 abdominal operations, 2365 hospital days, 565 ICU days and 1185 days of parenteral nutrition. The mortality rate was 43%. The treatment for patients with necrotizing pancreatitis is 10 times more resource intense than other admissions to the ICU. The implications of necrotizing pancreatitis treated by necosectomy in the context of a Diagnosis-Related Groups Prospective Payment model of hospital funding are discussed.